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Elizabeth Smart kidnapping: A
judge in Salt Lake City has ruled
that mental competency hearings
for the homeless man accused of kid-

napping Elizabeth Smart must be

open, saying that allowing the public to ob-
serve would not prevent a fair trial.

Tuesday’s ruling ended a monthslong
legal fight over the issue, brought by attor-
neys for defendant Brian David Mitchell.

Mitchell’s competency hearings are
scheduled for Aug. 31 through Sept. 2.

Mitchell and his wife, Wanda Barzee, are
accused of kidnapping Elizabeth Smart
from her bedroom in June 2002. She was
found safe nine months later.

Barzee was deemed incompetent to stand
trial in January, and is undergoing treat-
ment at a state mental hospital.

Moussaoui case: Rejecting government
objections, a federal judge in Alexandria,
Va., reaffirmed Tuesday that defense psy-
chialrism can have continued access to ter-
rorism suspect Zacarias Moussaoti.

US. District Judge Leonie Brinkema, up-
holding an earlier ruling, said the prosecu-
tion would not be prejudiced by psychiatric
interviews or observations of Moussaoui
while his case remains on hold.

Missing Utah woman: Mark Hacking, hus-
band of a missing pregnant woman, told a
“reliable citizen” witness at a psychiatric
ward that he killed his wife as she slept and
dumped her body in a trash bin, according
to a court document filed by prosecutors in
Salt Lake City.

The tip, coupled with another from a
neighbor and a bloody knife and other evi-
dence, are leading officers to believe that
they’ll eventually find the remains of Lori
Hacking in a county landfill.

Staten Island ferry crash: Staten Island
Ferry pilot Richard Smith pleaded guilty
Wednesday to manslaughter in the crash that
killed 11 commuters last October, acknowl-
edging that he passed out at the ship’s con-
trols after arriving at work with medication
in his system. A higher-up in the ferry opera-

JOHN E. WOODS/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

All-hands at Atsugi: U.S. Pacific Fleet Master Chief Petty Officer Manuel Rodriguez speaks

during an all-hands call at the base theater at Atsugi Naval Air Facili

Japan, on Wednesday.

He visited the base to speak to more than 400 sailors about current issues in the Navy.

co-owner of a supermarket and five others
were charged with manslaughter for a fire
that killed 464 people, after a security guard
testified he was ordered to lock the burning
store’s doors to prevent looting, trapping
shoppers inside.

Owner Juan Pio Paiva rejected the allega-
tions as he was brought to jail Tuesday,
shouting, “My conscience is clear.”

Interior Minister Orlando Fiorotto said
Wednesday early evidence pointed to an ac-
cidental gas leak as the cause of the fire.

South Asia flooding: The death toll from
monsoon flooding in India crossed 1,000 on
Wednesday with reports of more than 165
people killed by rains that destroyed crops,
flooded highways and halted trains across
South Asia.

The toll across South Asia from six weeks
of monsoons reached 1,823, according to of-
ficial figures compiled by The Associated
Press.

Nearly 130 deaths occurred in India’s
western Gujarat state over the past three
days in remote areas unreachable by roads

said state LK.

tion also was charged with

World

Paraguay supermarket blaze: The

Jadeia,

Sudan protests: More than 100,000 peo-
ple staged a state-organized protest Wednes-

day in Khartoum, Sudan, against aUN. Se-
curity Council resolution giving Sudan 30
days to stop Arab militia violence in Darfur
or face economic and diplomatic penalties.
Protesters also warned that Sudan could
become a battlefield like Afghanistan or
Iraq if foreign military forces enter this Afri-
can country to try end the 17-month Darfur
conflict, which has killed 30,000 people,
forced a million from their homes and left
an estimated 2.2 million people in urgent
need of food, medicine and other basics.

Jenkins case: Accused U.S Arrny desen-
er Charles Jenkins will meet with a U.S. mili-
tary attorney soon to discuss his case and
legal options, the Japanese government said
Wednesday.

Jenkins, 64, is accused of deserting his
Army platoon in South Korea in 1965 and de-
fecting to the comunist North. He has been
hospitalized in Japan since last month.

Japanese news reports say the meeting
will come on Friday, but Chief Cabinet Sec-
retary Hiroyuki Hosoda would not say exact-
Iy when the meeting would take place.

The military lawyer will be sent from a
U.S. Army base in South Korea, and Japa-
nese news reports said the counsel could ar-
rive as soon as Thursday.

From The Associated Press
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‘A real big bright flash’ and a day of horror

Hiroshima survivor recalls blast aftermath and how he learned to forgive

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
Minoru Furuta was born in Ameri-
ca, raised in Japan and graduated
from high school in_ California.
He’s worked in the Netherlands,
England, Switzerland and Germa-

ny. In the US. Air Force, he
served in Vietnam, posed for pho-
tos with Presldent Kennedy, at-
tended a nuclear-weapons school
in New Mexico and claims to have
cheated death at least seven times.

But_nothing in his life is as
seared in his memory as the imag-
es from Aug. 6, 1945. That was the
day he survived the nuclear bomb
the United States dropped on Hi-
roshlma

n that August morning, the
Enola Gay, a US. B-29 bomber,
loosed an atomic holocaust on Hi-
roshima, effectively ending World
War II with a blast that leveled the
city and killed an estimated
220,000 people. Furuta was 6 at
the time, living in Funaeiricho
City, just across the river and less
lhan a mile from the impact area.

“I was playing with a chair on
Lhe pnrch banging a hammer on
.'I saw a real big bright

ﬂash " recalled Furuta, 65, who
lives just out-
side the Yoko-
He

base’s 100 Yen

“Fortunate-
y, our
two-story
house crashed
down. It col-
lapsed and
didn’t  catch
fire. If it had
caught fire, I'd be dead.”

In 1941, with the United States
on the brink of entering the war,
Furuta said he was sent to live
with relatives — a woman and her
4-year-old son — on the outskirts
of Hiroshima. His parents re-
mained in America with an uncle
and aunt but soon were placed in
an Arizona internment camp.

‘The first atomic bomb ever used
in war exploded with the force of
12,000 tons of TNT, historians say.
The heat from the explosion
topped 50 million degrees Fahren-
heit at the fireball’s center.

Because Furuta and his rela-
tives were underneath the col-
lapsed house afterward, he said,
they were not exposed to the toxic

Furuta

Rubble was almost all that was left in Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945, after the explosion of the first atomic
bomb dropped on Japan. Minoru Furuta was 6 years old at the time and remembers the devastation well. A
relative was killed, another never found. Now 65, Furuta lives just outside the Yokota Air Base gates.

flames that consumed the city.
Those above ground suffered radi-
ation burns.

ta said he was trapped
until about 4 p.m. that afternoon,
when he managed to free himself
from the debris.

“The field was very, very hot,”
he said. “I woke up, crawled out
from underneath the building.
Then, I realized that the
4-year-old brother and his mother
were screaming from the center of
the house.”

Looking down, he noticed his
index finger dangling limply, at-
tached only by the skin that held it
on his right hand. It had likely
been sliced by flying glass, he
said.

Perhaps in shock, Furuta felt no
pain as he gazed upon the devastat-
ed landscape. “I see my finger, but
don‘l feel any hurt or nothing,” he

He found a man standing out-
side, grasping a stick that extend-
ed from the ground up to the mid-
dle of his chest. He remembers
asking for help, but soon made a
horrific discovery.

“He was dead, but standing up-
Eight,” Furuta said. “Then, he fell

So the young boy, acting on in-
stincts, began pulling away the
home’s wreckage to free his fami-

ly.
“Even now today, I couldn’t be-

lieve myself that I had that much
power,” he said. “I moved all the
lumber to the side. I don’t even
have consciousness of what I

ing.

The bridge separating his house
from Hiroshima was destroyed.
The river, he recalls, contamina
ed by radiation, was filled with
dead bodies. The large, emergen-
cy water tanks set up in various
neighborhoods were stacked high
with more people who had fought
to access them.

The seven rivers dividing Hi-
roshima got tides from the ocean.

“When the tide was up, it was
full of dead bodies,” Furuta said.
“At low tide, the banks were cov-
ered with dead bodies. It didn’t
horrify me. The only thing I re-
member was me trying to get
away from that place.”

e wound up at a Red Cross fa-
cility set up in Eba, in another sec-
tion of the city, and a nurse put a
splint on Furuta’s nearly severed
right finger. At about 5 p.m., just
before darkness, he and his two
relatives went to Koi, where he re-
ceived a single bowl of rice.

Later that night, they took a
90-minute train ride to a village
called Kawane-mura, where the
woman’s in-laws lived. Without
any extra clothing or supplies, she
and the two boys took refuge in a
water well house outside the

The woman’s husband, who'd
gone to work at a cracker factory
in Hiroshima before the bomb was
dropped, was still missing. Every
other day, they’d return to the city
to search for him.

“I remember the piles of dead
bodies there. They poured gaso-
line on them and set them on fire,
but sometimes, yowd hear
screams coming from inside” the
piles, Furuta said. “The Japanese
army did that to prevent the
spread of disease.”

The woman’s husband never
was found, and about a month
later, the woman died, Furuta
said. The two boys soon developed
symptoms of radiation sickness,
lapsing frequently into uncon’
sciousness.

On the morning of the woman’s
death, he said, the neighbors
found a sanshouo fish next to the
water house. The creature, shaped
like an alligator, is widely known
in Japan and can crawl on hands
and feet.

“A neighbor caught it and made
soup out of it,” Furuta recalled.
“They poured the soup into our
mouths every hour. The following
day, our temperatures went down,
and we were able to walk around.

“That fish saved my life.”

For the next four months, he
said, the two boys lived in the
main house. But infections began
appearing, and Furuta’s hair start-

ed falling out.

“The infections were so bad all
over, I can’t even wear clothes,”
he said.

Sent back to Hiroshima about
six months later to live with a
great uncle, Furuta spent the next
six years getting various checkups
and treatments aimed at rebuild-
ing his strength and fighting off
the infections. At age 11, he re-
ceived penicillin shots for 200
straight days.

His joints became infected, and
led to chronic pain that plagued
him for decades.

“If I sit still for 10 minutes, I get
deep aching inside,” Furuta says.
“T've been carrying that for over
50 years.”

Before turning 18, Furuta opted
to return to America to maintain
his U.S. citizenship. As a_high
school senior in El Cerito, Calif.,
with poor English skills, he said,
he befriended a physics teacher
who'd once flown B-29 reconnais-
sance missions over Hiroshima.
‘The man showed him photographs
of the city before the bombing.

Drawing on the teachings of a
Buddhist minister he visited as a
boy growing up in Japan, Furuta
says he found the ability to for-
give, and that became the founda-
tion for his life.

“I don’t have nothing against
him,” he said, referring to the
teacher and former B-29 pilot. “A
Tot of people question why I don’t

we hard feelings but I have
none. Why should I be mad? That’s
over and finished. You've got to
look forward.

“The preacher told me you must
love the people. I've always kept
that in mind. Don’t focus on the
negative. Always be positive. In
your heart, you must have peace
and forgiveness.”

Furuta said he briefly attended
the University of California at Ber-
keley but joined the U.S. Air Force
in 1959. He spent 20 years in the
‘military, serving in such places as
Vietnam, England and Okinawa.
He retired as a technical sergeant.

He said he was motivated by a
simple desire.

“Inever thought I'd be a soldier
to fight in a war but you need the
military for world peace,” Furuta
said. “I thought I might do some-
thing g

“There were hardships in the
military and a language barrier.
But I got through somehow.”

And he lived to tell about it.
E-mail Vince Little
littlev@pstripes.osd.mil

Expansion

By HANA KUSUMOTO
Stars and Stripes

The Japanese city hosting U.S. Navy’s
Tkego housing area may file a lawsuit
against the Japanese government if the gov-
ernment does not retract the plan to ex-
pand the housing area.

Zushi City Mayor Kazuyoshi Nagashima
submitted a letter addressed to Defense Fa-
cilities Administration Agency Director

neral Shoei Yamanaka on Tuesday stat-
ing the city will seek a legal decision if the
government does not call off the plans or re-
spond by Aug. 23, the city base affairs offi-
cial sai

“We are in the situation where we have
no choice but to take legal action and seek
legal decision in order to solve this prob-
lem,” the letter stated, adding that Zushi
residents are concerned about the destruc-
tion of greenery in Ikego if additional hous-
ing is built.

The Japanese government announced in
July 2003 its plan to build 800 additional
housing units at Ikego, which will replace
lhe housing lost when four Navy facﬂmes m

are returned t

Zushi city claims the government is

reaking a promise made in 1994 not to
bulld additional facilities. However, the gov-
ernment said the additional housing will be
built on the Yokohama side of the housing
area and is not breaking the promise.

“The mayor at the time ... said the agree-
‘ment on housing construction was made in-
cluding the area in Yokohama city,” the of-
ficial said.

In the past year, Nagashima has submit-
ted letters Japanese govern-

Ikego. near Yokosuka Naval Base in
Kanagawa Prefecture, comprises 717
acres of land lying in Zushi and Yokohama
cities.

ment officials as well as U.S. officials call
off the plan. Nagashima met with Defense
Agency Chief Shigeru Ishiba last month
and was told the plan could be called off.

plans for Ikego housing area may draw lawsuit

Nagashima resigned as the mayor in Au-
gust 2003, after the government’s an-
nouncement to expand Ikego. He sought a
voter mandate in opposition of the con-
struction plans in the subsequent mayoral
election and won.

A DFAA spokesman confirmed receiv-
ing Nagashima’s letter but declined to com-
ment.

If the city decides to take legal action
against the government, it will need ap-
proval by the city assembly, the official
said.

E-mail Hana Kusumoto at:
kusumotoh@pstripes.osd.mil
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BY ERICA WERNER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Thousands of votes
from U.S. troops overseas could go un-
counted again in November without emer-
gency legislation extending deadlines for

the ballots, a Chicago election offici
warned President Bush on Tuesday.

Nearly 30 percent of military voters
who requested ballots in 2000 didn’t get
them in time to vote.

Theresa M. Petrone, a Democratic
member of Chicago’s three- -person Board
of Election Commissioners, told Bush in a
letter that the problem could be solved if
he proposed emergency legislation giving
election officials up to 14 days after Elec-
tion Day to collect and count ballots.

Deadlines vary, but most states, includ-
ing Illinois, require that ballots be re-
ceived by Election Day.

Other states, including Ohio and Flori-
da, count them up to 10 or more days
later, as long as they were signed by Elec-
tion Day.

“Every election cycle, election authori-
ties such as Chicago receive military ab-
sentee ballots days or even weeks after
the deadline, thus disqualifying these
votes from being included in the election
tally,” Petrone wrote. “With hundreds of
thousands of military personnel serving
overseas, the voting bloc obviously could
determine the outcome of our next presi-
dential election.”

Bush urged to extend military hallot deadline

White House spokesman Ken Lisaius
declined to comment, saying he hadn’t
seen the letter.

Congressional leaders have opposed
amending the Help America Vote Act of
2002 and such emergency legislation is un-
likely before November.

The handling of military ballots was a
maior issue in the ballot recount in Flori-
da in 2000 that led to Bush’s victory, when
election officials rejected hundreds of mili-
tary absentee ballots, many because they
lacked postmarks or signatures.

With many more troops overseas now
because of the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, military voting could be an even big-
ger issue this year.

Some 250,000 absentee ballot request

forms were sent to military personnel
overseas who asked for them in 2000,
while 340,000 already had been sent as of
mid-July for the Nov. 2 election, said Pen-
tagon spokesman Lt. Col. Joe Richard.

Critics have accused the Pentagon of
doing little to improve systems for getting
ballots to and from servicemembers.

A report by the Defense Department’s
inspector general in April said problems
hadn’t been fixed, and a required study hy
a new voting commission on getting b:

Jots to military and other overseas voters
is overdue.

Still, Richard said the military — from
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld on
down — is working to raise awareness
among troops and improve methods by
the U.S. Postal Service.

Atsugi helo squadron commander
surpasses the 3,000-hour mark

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — It's like spending
125 straight days in the air.

On Wednesday, helicopter pilot
Cmdr. Eric Patten, commanding
officer of HSL-51, The Warlords,
passed his 3,000th hour of flight on
a routine trip from Atsugi Naval
Air Facility.

In line with aviation tradition,
Patten’s squadron doused him
with a fire hose after landing to cel-
ebrate the achievement.

“The hosing down might not be
enjoyable but the fact that you're
getting hosed down is important,”
he noted. “I’s taken a career to get
there.

Patten 41, has served 19%2
years in the Navy. Two-thirds of
his flights have been in a SH-60B
Seahawk — his current and favor-
ite helicopter in terms of its mis-
sion. With his unit, Helicopter
Anti-Submarine Squadron Light,
he hunts subs, saves lives and pro-
tects ships and strike groups from
enemies.

His favorite aircraft overall,
however, was the fast and agile
Lynx, which he flew in missions
and air shows with the Royal Brit-
ish Navy in England during the
start of his career.

Patten said he couldn’t even
guess how many flights he’s made
in his life.

The Seahawk runs out of fuel
after 3% hours so most flights are
considerably shorter. To reach
3,000 he must have flown at least
1,000 flights over his career, not
counting the years spent on the
ground, while earning his master’s
degree at the Navy War College
and serving in Washington, D.C.

Patten learned about aviation
from his father, an Air Force fight-
er pilot.

“I always wanted to be a pilot,”
Patten said. His father “said the

SPIKE CALL/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Cmdr. Eric Patten, commanding
officer of Helicopter
Anti-Submarine Light 51, sur-
passed 3,000 flight hours while
flying over Tokyo on Wednesday.

best pilots he'd ever flown with
were the Navy aviators.”

So Patten came aboard and
joined the Navy. But at 6 feet 2
inches tall, he didn’t fit well in a
fighter jet cockpit. He switched to
the roomier helicopters, and en-
Jjoys flying rotary-winged aircraft.

“ love flying helicopters,” he
said. “I've done things in a helicop-
ter you could never do in a jet. 've
landed on beaches; I've landed on
baseball fields. I've even landed at
a Kentucky Fried Chicken.”

Some of the unusual stops were
in connection with rescue and di-
saster relief missions. Many of his
memorable flights involved saving
lives, including six years ago when
he saved a sailor on the USS
O'Brien while it sailed near Austra-

lia. It took a nine-hour flight with
two fuel stops but the sailor made
it to safety.

“That part of it [gives] incredi-
ble job satisfaction,” he said.
“When you medevac somebody
and you save their life.”

Another memorable flight oc-
curred while carrying reporters
during a flight with the British

“I had a gearbox failure on take-
off, which is a significant prob-

The failure heavily damaged
the aircraft and he guided it back
to safety. The press aboard later
called him the “jovial American
pilot, [even] after a life-threaten-
ing flight.”

Most of Patten’s life has been
spent overseas, first growing up in
Australia where his father served
an exchange tour. With the Navy,
Patten spent three years in En-
gland and later served in Japan on
three occasions.

His current tour at Atsugi has
spanned five years. He was execu-
tive officer of the Warlords before
taking command in January.

The tour has enabled him to
work in and lead what he consid-
ers the best squadron. Its motto is
“Domg things others only dream
about.”

Since activation in 1991, the
squadron has earned six Battle Es
for efficiency and five Capt. Ar-
nold Jay Isbell Anti-submarine
Warfare Awards.

Like most aviators, Patten cred-
lls his crew for his accomplish-

ents.

“Wllhoul the squadron, 3,000
hours wouldn’t have been achiev-
able,” he said. And while the mile-
stone is nice, it doesn't signal the

, he said.

“As a youngster you say, ‘I'm
only going to dn thls “til it's no long-
er fun,’” he “This is still
fun.”

na Gittler
Girerapetrpes osdmil

Japanese flag to be returned

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — A Japanese flag
that was carried into the Battle of Okinawa by Ippei
Saeki, a 21-year- -old Japanese soldier who fought in
‘World War II, is scheduled to be returned to his fam-
ily in a ceremony at 10 a.m. on Friday in front of the
374th Airlift Wing headquarters building, according

to a base release.

Betty Wilson Tarp received the flag from an Amer-

Yokota.

ican soldier following World War II, the release stat-
ed. Her son Jim, and Brian Shiroyama, a retired
U.S. Air Force wlonel both of Morgan Hill, Calif.,
tracked down the soldier’s younger brother in
Tokyo through Takahiro Ichikawa, a member of the
374th Security Forces Squadron. Shiroyama and
Ichikawa were friends when he was stationed at

Yokota residents are invited to the hourlong pre-

sentation, which will take place at the flagpole.

Fred Garcia, general manager of the Ne;
from cashier Helen Narita at the Negishi

JIM SCHULZStars and Stripes

Club, accepts change
eights Navy Exchange.

The exchange was awarded the Bingham Award for fiscal year 2003.

Negishi Heights NEX
Mart gets s big award

BY NANCY MONTGOMERY
Stars and Stripes

One thing the military has lots
of is ribbons, medals and awards.
But for the Navy Exchange, there
is one great honor, once a year,
that can be striven for: It’s the
Bingham Award.

For the first time since the
early 1990s, according to Pat
Patterson, NEX human resources
manager for Japan, and the sec-
ond time since the awards were
instituted in 1979, the Negishi
Heights NEX Mart has taken
home the gold. The NEX Mart
was named best NEX in the
“small stores” category for fiscal
year 2003.

They beat out some seven to 10
other small exchanges, Patterson
said, mainly because, “they had a
very high customer service
index,” which is retail-ese for sat-
isfied customers.

Additionally, Patterson said,
the store’s 26 or so employees
were unusually happy and loyal,
and the store also met other win-
ning qualifications: cost-cutting,
goods availability, contribution to
the Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation program and other mea-
sures indicating how well the
store was doing its mission.

Negishi’s store is a relative rari-

ta ination N:

possible to buy hamburgers and
batteries in one stop.

The Bingham award’s name-
sake was Capt. W.H. Bingham,
who helped establish the Navy Ex-
change stores in the 1940s. He de-
cided they should be operated
like a chain of retail stores and
staffed by civilians, except for top
management positions held by
naval supply officers. The stores
now number 109, as well as 187

tablished, sailors had to rely on
ship stores, which replaced ship
canleens which replaced bum-

ats — small vessels that in the
18005 pulled beside Navy ships
and sold cheap goods for high
prices.

All the Negishi Heights employ-
ees were feted at a breakfast Tues-
day at which NEX dignitaries con-
gratulated them — on the clock,
Patterson said — and were given
boxes of chocolates.

Among them was manager
Alice Zamora, who said she was
pleased and surprised by the rec-
“My boss put in for it,”

But would the Bingham mean a
raise for Zamora?

“I hope so,” she said, But even
if it didn't, Zamora said, “T will
continue to provide the service to
the ity.”

avy
store. While se-

From staff reports

nd
lection may be more limited, it’s

E-mail Nancy Montgomery at:
montgomeryn@pstripes.osd.mil
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Negligent discharges a problem in Afghanistan

Pritchett sees ‘disturbing trend’ as more
troops injure, kill themselves and others

BY JON R. ANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Af-
ghanistan — In the pasl 18
months, troops in Afghani
have accldemally killed Lhemr
selves or others at least six times
and wounded nearly two dozen
more troops through unsafe weap-
ons handling, according to Army
statistics released to Stars and
Stripes.

In what military officials call
negligent discharges, last year
troops mlstakenly fired their
weapons 24 times in Afghanistan,
injuring 18 and killing four.

So far this year, five troops
have been wounded and two
more have been killed in 16 acci-
dental discharges.

In the same time frame, 24
troops have died from combat-re-
lated injuries in Afghanistan.

The top enlisted solider in Af-
ghanistan called the staccato of
accidental firings a “disturbing
trend” and took leaders to task re-
cently for failing to enforce basic
standards to prevent the mis-
takes.

“Insufficient training, ineffec-
tive supervision, negligence, inat-
tentiveness and outright indisci-
plme are all contributing fac-
tors,” Command Sgt. Maj. Cyn-
thia Pritchett wrote in a recent
column for the military’s weekly
newsletter in Afghanistan.

Pritchett penned the column
after seeing six negligent dis-
charges in her Kabul headquar-
ters over the past two months.

Stars and Stripes,
Your Hometown
Newspaper

August 16-20th
at 18:30 each evening

Please Join us for fun, craffs, games,

Bible stores, even a dunking booth! |1
plec

For mor
hitp://yokotabapti i:hw:h lnpnd mm’\d? him..
o ContctJennife ot 2 nvu me)

2 300 )

1t

e

Although no one was injured in
any of those accidents, Lance Cpl.
Russell White wasn’t so lucky.

Assigned to 3rd Battalion, 6th
Marines, White was the most re-
cent fatality in Afghanistan when
a fellow Marine mistakenly shot
him in the head with a 9 mm pis-
tol on June 20.

Spe. Jason Perkins knows he —
or one his buddies — narrowly es-
caped becoming the next fatality.

A 22-year-old combat engineer
with the Louisiana National
Guard, Perkins shot himself in
the foot with his M16 rifle July 6
at Kandahar Airfield in southern
Afghanistan.

Perkins’ rifle was on safe, but
when his weapon caught on part
of his uniform the bolt slammed
forward, chambering a round and
discharging.

“I feel pretty stupid,” said Per-
kins, who's still recovering at Kan-
dahar. “I'm just so glad I shot my-
self and not someone else.”

Perkins did two things wrong,
according to standard safety regu-
lations: He left the bolt pulled
back, and he should have paid at-
tention to where the weapon was
pointing.

Those are two of many things
soldiers, and their leaders, need
to pay attention to, wrote Pritch-
ett. “Muzzle conlrol selector
switch and fire disci-

ple are critical to weapon safety.
‘Whenever you see a safety viola-
tion, correct it. A moment’s inat-
tention can lead to disaster.”

Forgetful fire

The statistics in Afghanistan do
not include suicides and friend-
ly-fire incidents such as the one
that left former professional foot-
ball star and Army Ranger Pat
Tillman dead after a firefight in

pril.
Instead, negligent discharges
could more ~appropriately be
dubbed “forgetful fire.
“Very few of these incidents

PHOTOS BY JON R. ANDERSON/Stars and Stripes
Above and lower left: A soldier demonstrates safe handling of his

‘weapon. Army staf

lics show increasing incidents of unsafe weapons

handling in Afghanistan. In the past 18 months, troops in Afghanistan
have accidentally killed themselves or others at least six times and
‘wounded nearly two dozen more troops. Left: When Spc. Jason Perkins
shot himself in the foot on July 6, it was among the latest in a string of

" He is

“negligent di

happen due to a malfunction of the
‘weapon itself; it is almost always
due to negligent actions of the op-
erator, or improper or inadequate
training and supervision,” said Lt.
Col. Susan Meisner, U.S. forces
spokeswoman in Afghanistan.

Although Army safety officials
prefer the term “accidental dis-
charge,” most leaders use “negli-
gent discharge,” said Meisner,
“to drive home the point.”

She said that of the weapons
mistakes in Afghanistan, about
half have occurred while troops
were clearing their weapons into
clearing barrels. But during all
the mistakes, she said, “proper
clearing procedures were not fol-
lowed.”

Leaders attribute the high rate
of negligent discharges in Afghan-

in Kandahar,

“Soldiers aren’t accustomed to
carrying loaded weapons, and
high turnover in theater requires
constant training and remind-
ers,” she said.

Despite the fatalities and inju-
ries, so far no troops in Afghani-
stan have faced criminal charges,
officials said.

Instead, most have been hand-
ed letters of reprimand or nonju-
dicial Article 15 punishments,
which include reductions in rank
and fines, but do not remain on
permanent records.

Although she said that military
investigators have not deter-
mined “criminally culpable in-
tent for a negligent-homicide
charge” in any of the fatalities,
White’s death remains under in-
vestigation.

istan to lack of basic
she said.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:
andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Army toughening basic training to prepare GIs for Mideast

Stars and Stripes

‘WASHINGTON — The Army is
putting into place sweeping chang-
es in its basic training program to
prepare recruits for immediate
missions to Iraq and Afghanistan,
The New York Times reported in
its Wednesday editions.

In what officers describe as the
biggest changes to basic training
since Vietnam, soldiers whose spe-
cialties traditionally kept them far
from the front — clerks, co0ks,
truck drivers and communica-
tions technicians — will undergo

&k Soldiers of all specialties will face direct
contact with an adversary.y?

Col. Bill Gallagher
Commander of the basic combat

training brigade at Fort Benning, Ga

far more stressful training.

The new training includes addi-
tional time dodging real bullets,
more opportunities to fire weap-
ons, including heavy machine
guns, more time practicing urban
combat and sleeping in the field,

the Times reported.

Before Iraq, freshly minted sol-
diers could expect months of addi-
tional training in their unit.

But with the Army stretched by
long-term deployments, soldiers
often are in combat zones within

30 days of being assigned to a unit,
and the traditional distinction be-
tween hazardous front lines and se-
cure rear areas has vanished,
Army officials told the Times.
“There is no front, there is no
rear,” Col. Bill Gallagher, com-
mander of the basic combat train-
ing brigade at Fort Benning, Ga.,
told the Times. “Snldlers of all spe-
cialties will face direct contact with
an adversary. They all have to have
a common set of combat skills.”
Senior Army leadership must
approve the plan and additional fi-
nancing must be secured for the
changes to become permanent.
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Survivor recounts meeting with suspects of 2002 Jakarta bombing

BY CHRIS BRUMMITT
The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Febby Firman-
syah suffered horrific burns in the suicide
‘bombing of Jakarta’s J.W. Marriott Hotel a
year ago. But he told two militants accused
of planning the attack that he forgave
them, and then confronted them — Muslim
to Muslim — on the error of their ways.

“I asked them what they were thinking,”
Firmansyah said of his emotional meeting
with the suspects at police headquarters
earlier this year. “There is nothing in the
al-Quran that tells people to kil other be-
lievers.”

“They said they did it for Jihad ... to
cleanse (Indonesia) of Americans. I said
Jihad is not like that,” the 27-year-old oil
worker said.

Twelve people were killed and more
than 100 wounded in the Aug. 5 attack on
the U.S-owned hotel, a tragedy whose year

anniversary was to be remembered Thurs-
day. The strike was blamed on the
al-Qaida-linked Jemaah Islamiyah.

Firmansyah’s willingness to take on the
attackers is unusual in the world’s most
populous Muslim nation. Authorities have
arrested and convicted scores of militants
since 2001, but government ministers and
religious leaders are unwilling to outlaw Je-
maah Islamiyah or acknowledge that Mus-
lims are often the victims of Islamic terror-
ism.

The Marriott bombers attacked at lunch-
time for maximum casualties.

ing manager was out of work for three
months with burns and shrapnel injuries.

“Execution (for the bombers) is not
fair,” Rachmayani said over lunch in the
restaurant that was attacked. “They should
have to feel the same things as us. They
should be injured.”

e country’s militant fringe has grown
larger since the ouster in 1998 of ex-dicta-
tor Suharto, who brutally repressed hard-
line Muslims he regarded as a challenge to

is rule.

Police have arrested at least 14 militants
over the Marriott bombings, and there
have been no other similar attacks in the

The hotel’s popular ground-floor restau-
rant was packed when the suicide bomber
drew up to the lobby and detonated his ve-
hicle, packed with explosives, gasoline and
nails

Another victim, Anie Rachmayani, was
eating lunch when she heard a boom “like
an earthquake” and saw a massive fireball
rush toward her. The 30-year-old market-

tropi

Firmansyah said he wanted to meet with
Tohir and Ismail to let them “know the ef-
fect of their actions.”

“When they saw me, they cried and
hugged me and got down on their knees
and asked for forgiveness. They said they
were sorry and that they will pray for me,”
said Firmansyah, who studied English in
California. “I forgave them.”

AP

Bombing survivor Febby Firmansyah sits in
his office, which overlooks the J.W. Marri-
ott Hotel in Jakarta, Indonesia. Firmansyah
is recovering from burns on 42 percent of
his body from the 2003 hotel bombing.

Man slashes pupils, teachers at Beijing school; 1 dead

XINHUA/AP

injured in a Wednesday knife attack at
g klnderg:rten is transferred to anoth-

BY STEPHANIE HOO
The Associated Press

in blood, police and news reports said.

and violence.

tacking children with a vegetable knife.

They arrested Xu Heping, a S1-year-old
man who was working part-time as a gate-
keeper, police spokesman Liu Wei said.

BEIJING — A school employee with a histo-
1y of schizophrenia slashed 15 pupils and
three teachers with a kitchen knife Wednes-
day at a Beijing kindergarten, killing one
child and leaving terrified classmates covered

Two children suffered serious injuries in
the attack at the school run by the No. 1 Hospi-
tal of elite Peking University, police said. The
wounded were taken down the street to the
hospital, located in an affluent neighborhood
less than a half mile from the compound in
central Beijing where China’s leaders work.

The attack in one of the country’s most privi-
leged neighborhoods is a blow to the commu-
nist leadership’s effort to promote an image of
order in the capital amid rising fears of crime

Police said they rushed to the school after
getting reports at 9:36 a.m. that a man was at-

Zoo halts boxing

BANGKOK, Thailand — A
Thai zoo has been forced to
halt boxing match-

Xu had been

for
for five months in 1999 at another hospital in
Beijing, Liu said. He said Xu began working

at the school two years ago.
Police wouldn’t say how many

cation.

Citing a reporter at the hospital where the
injured were taken, the official Xinhua News
Agency said the children were “covered in

blood and looked terrified.”

were in the school at the time of the attack.
Most Chinese students are off for summer va-

indergarten children in China are general-
ly ages 5 to 6, though younger children may

es as police investigate allega-
tions that the animals were ille-
gally smuggled from Indone-
sia, a spokeswoman and police
said Wednesday.

Police have been investigat-
ing the Safari World animal
park near Bangkok since No-
vember after receiving com-
plaints that it was keeping pro-
tected species without a per-
mit.

Orangutans are endangered

ing to the Cq i

children

have been at the school

comment.

of summer. Police refused to release addition-
al information. Hospital employees wouldn’t

The kindergarten and hospital are near the
compound where President Hu Jintao and
other Chinese leaders live and work — just
west of the former imperial palace, where Chi-
na’s emperors lived for five centuries.

The kindergarten serves children of hospi-
tal employees, though many high-level offi-

because
on International Trade in En-
dangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora.

Israel criticized

LLAH, West Bank —
The Palestinian prime minis-
ter, newly empowered after a
public dispute with Yasser

Japan’s best-known losing
racehorse to retire in March

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Japan’s favorite
loser has had enough.

The racing horse “Glorious
Spring” has won hearts across
Japan for racing doggedly in
‘more than 100 contests — and los-
ing every one of them.

Now her losing days are num-
bered — not because she’s expect-
ed to ever win a competition, but
because her owners have an-
nounced the horse, “Haru-urara”
in Japanese, is retiring next
March.

“It'll be sad to see Haru-urara
retiring, but she has worked so
hard already,” Masashi Yoshida,
a spokesman for the Kochi Race-
course, her home turf, said
Wednesday.

Haru-urara’s owner made the
decision to put her out to pasture
after the animal lost her 113rd
consecutive race on Tuesday,
Yoshida said.

A consistent loser, Haru-urara
is an unusual heroine. But her
struggles have touched the Japa-
nese fondness for the hardwork-
ing underdog.

Born on Hokkaido in 1996,
Haru-urara first raced at the
Kochi Racecourse in November
1998. She lost, establishing a
trend she’s kept with remarkable
consistency.

She has finished second only
four times. She has earned a pal-
try 1 million yen ($9,300) in prize
money so far in her career.

her Iasmg record

cials also live in the area. It wasn't clear if the | Arafat, chastised Israel on
children of any top officials were at the | Wednesday for expanding
school. West Bank settlements and for
blocking his plan to put armed
on tobol-

ster his public standing.
Prime Minister Ahmed

Haru-urara, Japan's most popular racehorse that earned the fame by
inal race in March, horse

wiII end her career aﬂer

AP file photo

Qureia said_he appealed to
U.S. Consul David Pearce for
a firm and clear position”
e e
li settlement activity and for al-
lowing armed police to patrol
Palestinian towns and cities.

Space station

MOSCOW — Russia will
charge the United States to de-
liver astronauts and cargo to
the international space station
starting next year, the head of
the Federal Space Agency said
‘Wednesday.

Although Russia and the
United States agreed to split
the costs of sending men and
material to the space station,
only Russian spacecraft have
been used since last year’s
space shuttle disaster.

Haru-urara is
her last race on March 21.

0 run

The
aﬂer Haru-urara Iosl her 113rd consecu(lve race.

was

Tuesday | e Associated Press
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Intelligence agencies dissect latest data

BY TED BRIDIS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal investigators
are poring over the trove of documents and
photographs that led to this week’s urgent ter-
ror warnings, but intelligence agencies have
been unable to reach a consensus on whether
the information reflects a defunct or ongoing
plot.

The information, recovered in Pakistan, led
the Bush administration to issue its most tar-
geted warning, saying a total of five financial

w York,
Newark, N.J, were potential targets.

The lack of specifics on the timing — some
of the information seized about the surveil-
lance of five buildings was as much as four
years old — has led critics to question wheth-
er the administration overreacted. However,
on Wednesday, Bush administration officials
said a new stream of intelligence also had sur-
faced late last week indicating al-Qaida still
wants to strike financial institutions.

“There’s another new stream of intelligence
that came to our attention on Friday as well,
and I can't go further mlo it because I could

A senior law enforcement official who also
spoke on condition of anonymity said the
other intelligence was separate from comput-
er surveillance information recovered during
the arrest of one of the suspects in Pakistan
but declined to characterize it otherwise, say-
ing it was highly classified.

A senior counterterrorism official said the
extensive surveillance reports that came to
U.S. authorities last week were put together
with “very recent and current activity” from
al-Qaida, indicating the group’s interest in at-
tacking this year, before the terror alerts were
issued. That information was gleaned from de-
briefings, the official said, also speaking on
condition of anonymity.

Some of the information seized about the
surveillance of five financial buildings was as
much as four years old. But the Bush adminis-
tration maintains it was essential to alert the
public as soon as it was found because
al-Qaida planning sometimes precedes actual
attacks by as much as five years.

“This is an enemy that takes its time and is
a prodlgmus planner, that is very patient,”

land Security Secretary Tom Ridge said

ongoi » White
House spokesman Seott MeClelian said.

A senior Justice Department official said
the information was based on human intelli-
gence from someone other than two recently
captured terror suspects in Pakistan who pro-
vided information that led to the warning is-
sued Sunday. The intelligence did not specify
when such an attack might be planned, the of-
ficial said, speaking only on condition of ano-
nymity.

Wednesday.

Counterterrorism experts believe planning
for the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks began in 1996.
They also believe a terror suspect photo-
graphed American government buildings in
Nairobi, Kenya, and drew sketches of poten-
tial targets for Osama bin Laden in 1993 —
long before al-Qaida detonated a truck bomb
in August 1998 near the U.S. Embassy there,
Killing 257.

Are you new to Okinawa?
Looking for a job?
Need a career change?

Have you recently graduated
from high school?

Well, MCCS is the place for you.

Below is a partial listing of the exciting job
opportunities that we currently have available.

World-wide positions

These positions come with an overseas tour package - Some restrictions

apply.

= Controller

= Supervisory Program Analyst

NAFI-184-04 (Worldwide)
NAFI-187-04 (Worldwide)

Okinawa-wide
= Program Assistants (15 Positions)
= Child Care Service Providers (26 Positions)

= Semper Fit (21 Positions)

= Recreation Attendants, Scuba (2 Positions)

We have an excellent b

for all elig ploy

For more information and a complete job listing,

our website at www.,

lease visit “!E’V
mccsokinawa.com and click on the 3

jobs link or contact the recruiting office at 645-8229.

I
New York City Emergency Services officers
patrol outside the New York Stock Exchange
on Wall Street on Wednesday.

Pakistan: Attack
on S. Africa plotted
The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Two
South Africans captured along
with a senior al-Qaida terrorist
were plotting attacks on tourist
sites in their home country, Paki-
stani officials said Wednesday, a
surprising target for Islamic ter-
rorism given the African nation’s
vocal stand against the war in
Iraq and Israel’s treatment of Pal-
estinians.

South African officials cast
doubt on reports of a terror plot,
though this past spring a top
South African police official indi-
cated that authorities foiled plans
to attack the country during its
April 14 elections.

The two men are believed to
have arrived in Pakistan on a
flight from the United Arab Emir-
ates just days before their July 25
arrest, which followed a 12-hour
gunbattle in the eastern city of
Gujrat. They greeted police with
curses and promised an unending
battle against President Bush and
anyone who supports him, accord-
ing to a senior police official.

Police had no details on the
plans or the timing of an attack.

BY ESTES THOMPSON
The Associated Press

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — Pfc.
Lynndie England was often slop-
py at her paperwork job at Abu
Ghraib prison because of illicit,
late-night visits to the part of the
facility where detainees were
abused, her supervisor testified
Wednesday.

The testimony by Spc. Matthew
Bolinger at a pretrial hearing con-
tinued the government’s theme of
portraying England as one of a
‘handful of out-of-control Army re-
servists who took it upon them-
selves to photograph detainees in
humiliating poses at the prison
near Baghdad.

Bolinger said England was re-
peatedly disciplined for sneaking
into the prison’s fortified “hard
site” to visit her boyfriend, Spc.
Charles A. Graner Jr., who is also
charged in the case and is the fa-
ther of the child England is carry-
ing.

“Her performance was not so
good,” Bolinger said. “She was
sneaking out in the middle of the
night, going to the hard site.”

Bolinger said England also was
disciplined after being caught in
bed several times with Graner be-
ginning in July 2003. He said au-
thorities tried several different
punishments to keep her away
from Graner and his part of the
prison, including restricting her

Witness: England was
disciplined frequently

Pfc. Lynndie England

to her quarters and requiring that
she be escorted any time she left
the unit’s headquarters building.

Bolinger, who supervised En-
gland in hér job processing pris-
on paperwork, testified by phone
from Fort Lee, Va., where the
372nd Military Police Company,
based in Cresaptown, Md., is sta-
tioned since returning from Iraq.

The hearing, expected to last
through the week, will determine
whether a court-martial goes for-
ward against England on 13
counts of abusing detainees and
six counts stemming from posses-
sion of sexually explicit photos.
The maximum possible sentence
is 38 years in prison.
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Missouri voters approve gay marriage ban

BY KELLY WIESE
The Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Mis-
souri voters solidly endorsed a
state constitutional amendment
banning gay marriage, a decision
that was closely watched by na-
tional groups on both sides of the
battle.

With nearly all precincts report-
ing, the amendment had gar-
nered 71 percent of the vote, ac-
cording to unofficial results for
Tuesday’s vote.

It was the first such vote since
the historic ruling in Massachu-
setts last year that legalized
same-sex weddings there.

Although the ban was widely
expected to pass in conservative
Missouri, experts said the cam-
paign served as a key barometer
for which strategies work as at
least nine other states, and per-
haps as many as 12, vote on simi-
lar amendments this year.

Missouri and 37 other states al-
ready have laws defining mar-
riage as between only a man and
a woman. But amendment sup-
porters fear a court could toss
aside the state law, and they be-
lieve the state would be on firmer
legal ground if an outright ban is
part of the Constitution.

“I'm very gratified and encour-
aged and thankful that the people
of this state understand our cur-
rent policy’s a wise public policy
and they want to see it protected
from a legal challenge,” said
Vicky Hartzler, a spokeswoman
for the Coalition to Protect Mar-
riage in Missouri.

Opponents said the amend-
ment was unnecessary and dis-
criminatory, but knew they faced
an uphill battle in Missouri.

“We're already reaching out to
these other states, sharing with
them what we learned, what
worked, what didn’t work, and
we’ll move on,” said Doug Gray,
campaign manager for the Consti-

Robyn Luster, left, and Barb Ide attend a pro-Amendment 2 campaign
party Tuesday in St. Louis. Missouri voters overwhelmingly approved a
constitutional amendment Tuesday to ban gay marriage.

tution Defense League. “Ultimate-
ly we're right and they’re simply

Supporters and opponents of
the amendment have used grass-
roots campaigns, knocking on

doors and making phone calls to
tell people about the issue. The
group fighting the amendment,
the Constitution Defense League,
raised more than $360,000, large-
ly from national gay-rights
groups, and ran a television ad in
the final days before the vote.

The group favoring the amend-
ment, the Coalition to Protect
Marriage in Missouri, spread the
word through churches and com-
munity events, raising just a few
thousand dollars but saying pub-
lic sentiment in Missouri was on
their side.

Louisiana residents are to vote
on a marriage amendment Sept.
18. Then Arkansas, Georgia, Ken-
tucky, Mississippi, Montana,
Oklahoma, Oregon and Utah are
to vote on the issue Nov. 2.

Initiatives are pending in Michi-
gan, North Dakota and Ohio.

Four states — Alaska, Hawaii,
Nebraska and Nevada — already
have similar amendments in
their constitutions.

Bush touts
record on
jobs in Iowa

BY PETE YOST
The Associated Press

DAVENPORT, Iowa — President Bush
and rival John Kerry campaigned Wednes-
day in the same crucially important Iowa
town, with the president predicting he will
win in November because his administra-
tion has improved the economy and bol-
stered national security.

“The other folks talk a good game. We de-
liver,” the president told thousands of
cheering supporters on the banks of the
Mississippi River in a state he narrowly
lost four years ago.

“This time we’re going to carry it,” Bush
said.

Bush and Kerry are in a tight race in
Towa and both candidates are going after
voters in Davenport, an area that some po-
litical experts say provided Democrat Al
Gore the votes he needed to defeat Bush in
the state in 2000.

Bush’s campaign rally was several
blocks away from where Kerry was to hear
stories of manufacturing job losses in the
state, which have totaled more than 26,000
since Bush took office.

President Bush takes a bite from a ear of
corn being sold Wednesday at a farmers
market in Bettendorf, lowa.

Bush cited the state’s relatively low job-
less rate, 4.3 percent in June, which has
consistently been below the national aver-
age, which was 5.6 percent in June. He
said that since his presidency began, he
has opened up markets overseas for Iowa
farmers and has lowered their taxes.

“I have made the success of Iowa farm-
ers and ranchers a priority, and America
is better off for it,” the president said.

Kerry takes
campaign to
GOP country

BY NEDRA PICKLER
The Associated Press

DAVENPORT, Towa — The stops on
John Kerry’s cross-country campaign trip
are hardly Democratic bastions. So much
s0, that on Wednesday he and President
Bush campaigned just a few blocks from
each other in this Iowa city.

“It occurred to me that he could come
here for a great discussion about Ameri-
ca’s future if he were really willing to just
turn a corner,” Kerry said at an economic
summit in Davenport.

He was poking fun at Bush’s campaign
slogan, “We've turned the corner, and
we're not turning back.”

Fresh off his Boston nominating conven-
tion with a unified party, Kerry has been
taking his Democratic campaign to Repub-
lican strongholds from Newburgh, N.Y., to
Hamsburg. Pa., to Grand Rapids, Mlch

Kerry is trying to win independent and
GOP voters by stressing values, fiscal disci-
pline, middle-class tax cuts and even his
love of hunting and fishing. As he cam-
paigns in conservative-leaning areas,
Kerry often asks the crowds to forget he’s
running as a Democrat.

Kerry is attracting massive crowds in

Democratic presidential nominee Sen. John
Kerry, of Massachusetts, greets supporters
in Davenport, lowa, late Tuesday evening.

places where Democrats don’t often cam-
paign. The tens of thousands who have
seen him this week have been overwhelm-
ingly enthusiastic.

Kerry has spent the last several months
jetting into big cities, which often tend to
vote Democratic. Kerry’s advisers say
there will be more of that in the fall, but
the bus trip gives him a chance to slop in

e medium-size markets that were decid-
ed by a slim margin in 2000.

U.S. agency rapped for expensive airline ticket upgrades

BY LARRY MARGASAK
The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — The govern-
‘ment agency that distributes for-
eign aid cost taxpayers half a mil-
lion dollars the past two years by
repeatedly upgrading senior offi-
cials’ plane tickets from coach to
business class, an investigation
found.

Among those at the U.S. Agen-
cy for International Development
who took advantage of the up-

grades were Administrator An-
drew Natsios and the agency’s in-
ternal watchdog, Inspector Gener-
al Everett Mosley, according to
two internal reports obtained by
The Associated Press.

“It can be concluded that em-
ployees who took advantage of
the [upgrade] allowed this pri-
vate gain to take precedence over
the ethical principles of properly
following government travel
rules and regulations,” investiga-

tors reported.

The investigators were from
Mosley’s office of the inspector
general.

USAID’s travel practice, more
liberal than that followed by
other government agencies, was
ended by Natsios as a result of the
investigation.

Mosley is the official assigned
to investigate fraud, waste and
abuse in the agency. The probe
provided a rare instance when

Mosley’s subordinates investigat-
ed their boss and referred him to
the Justice Department for possi-

ley’s conduct was being referred
to the President’s Council on In-
tegrity and Efficiency, which in-

ble criminal

Mosley’s investigators also con-
cluded Natsios may have run
afoul of standards of conduct by
failing to stop the practice “after
he and members of his executive
staff had been put on notice” that
it was inappropriate.

Prosecutors declined criminal
prosecution, in part because Mos-

estigates f wrongdo-
ing against inspectors general.

Both officials defended their
conduct, saying they simply fol-
lowed USAID’s two-decades-old
rules that allowed senior political
appointees to upgrade to business
class for a trip sts more
than seven hours. The rest of the
government permits upgrades
when trips